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AUTOMATONS 
Christopher Salzman 
34 
He sits them upright 
sliding them together for upport 
and exhales upon their 
jointed and twistable 
sexual and worshipful forms 
the automatons look left and right 
and down with perplexity 
like Narcissus into a murky pond 
bewildered with their own existence 
one woozily rises and snaps a leg out 
and begins to dance in a jerky circle 
the other claps and disjunctly hums 
delighted they continue for days 
but still they confabulate the truth 
stopping and starting with visible 
motions like the machines they eventually create 
but to each other they move like buttered ice 
on a bed of velvet 
